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ABSTRACT 

The Dual Role of  Rabbi Zvi Hirsch  Chajes: 
T r a d i t i o n a l i s t  and Maskil 

Brur i a  Hutner David 

The name of  Rabbi Zvi Hirsch Chajes (1805-1856) i s  

f a m i l i a r  t o  those  w e l l  versed i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Jewish 

c u l t u r e ,  t o  s t u d e n t s  of t h e  Talmud as w e l l  a s  t o  those  who 

s tudy  t h e  o r i g i n s  of t h e  haskalah -- movement. Yet very  f e w  

of t h e s e  very  same. people would be a b l e  t o  o f f e r  a  compre- 

hens ive  i n t e l l z c t u a l  o r  personal  p o r t r a i t  of t h i s  c o l o r f u l  

f i g u r e .  This  s tudy  undertakes a  c a r e f u l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 

h i s  w r i t i n g s  and a c t i v i t i e s  with t h e  aim of i d e n t i f y i n g  

elements i n  h i s  h a b i t  of  mind. 

In an  era of c u l t u r a l  c o n f l i c t  between the  two worlds 

of t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e  and a  more s e c u l a r  haskalah approach, 

he  represent^-: a  r a r e  oddi ty :  a  prominent r abb i  i n  t h e  

Gal ic ian  community of Zolkiew par taking ,  s o c i a l l y  and i n t e l -  

l e c t u a l l y ,  of t h e  world of haskalaQ. How success fu l  was he 

Fzl syn thes iz ing  a  harmonious blend of  both  worlds? It i s  

t h e  c e n t r a l  t h e s i s  of th i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  t h a t  i n  bo th  thought 

and deed, 1. ,.vdbi Chajes showed a  tendency t o  v a c i l l a t e  be- 

tween t h e  two worlds.  Although he i d e n t i f i e d  with time- 

honored eva lua t ions  of Jewish c u l t u r e ,  h i s  views a r e  o f t en  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  s u b t l e  dualism so t h a t  he may be c l a s s i -  

f i e d  a s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  amidst maski'lim and a t  t h e  same 

time a s  t h e  maskil  anong t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s .  



As a t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  he unequivocally upheld t h e  

S i n a i t i c  o r i g i n  of both  Writ ten Law and Ora l  T r a d i t i o n ;  he 

defended the i r r e v o c a b i l i t y  of Talmudic l e g i s l a t i o n  aga ins t  

t h e  inroads  of t h e  evolu t ionary  approach which viewed Tal- 

mudic law a s  b u t  one l i n k  i n  a long chain ,  w i t h  no subse- 

quent binding force .  Yet, his  emphasis on h i s t o r i c a l  

pr rspcc t ive- - in  i t s e l f  a mark of t h e  modern period--often 

caused h i m  t o  echo an undertone of t h e  very  h i s t o r i c  evo- 

l u t i o n a r y  approach which he condemned. It is not  h i s  av id  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  sclbject of h i s t o r y  a s  such which renders  

Chajes a "modernist": it is  r a t h e r  po in t s  of h i s  genera l  

perspect ive ,  such as  h i s  wi l l ingness  t o  apply concepts of 

"adj ustmentsl' t o  r e l i g i o u s  laws, which j u s t i f y  t h e  designa- 

t i o n  of "modernist . I '  

A s i m i l a r  t r e n d  i s  noted i n  h is  d i scuss ion  of 

aqgadotfl. While he would not  go a s  f a r  a s  some prominent 

Gal ic ian  - mask i l i m  t o  c la im t h a t  many agqadoth were "ugly" 

o r  fore ign  acc re t ions  t o  t h e  Talmud, he  d i d  allow himself 

t o  downgrade many aqgadic t e x t s .  Such c r i t i c a l  e v a l u a t i o ~ l  

se rves  a s  a point of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  between Rabbi Cha j e s  

and h i s  East  European rabbiniceal contemporaries.  

On contemporary i s s u e s ,  t o o ,  he o f t e n  shared t h e  

-views of maskilim on such major rnztters a s  t h e  proper eco- 

nomic p u r s u i t s  f o r  r ac European Jews, hasidism and s e c u l a r  

educat ion.  It may be noted t h a t  t h e  one contemporary issue-- 

Reform Judaism--against which he took a f i rm and vocal  s t and ,  



was a l s o  opposed by many prominent contemporary Gal ic ian  

maskilim. 

A p a r a l l e l  t o  t h i s  t r e n d  is found i n  Rabbi Chajesg 

personal  c o n t a c t s .  It was a r a r e  t h i n g  f o r  a r a b b i  of h i s  

t ime t o  be regarded a s  an esteemed col league by  such ortho- 

dox luminaries  a s  Rabbi Moses Schreiber  and Solomon Kluger, 

as w e l l  a s  by haskalah l eader s  such a s  Krochmal. While t h e  

a u t h e n t i c i t y  of Rabbi Schreiber  ' s genuine respec t  f o r  Chaj e s  

may be quest ioned,  t h e  f a c t  remains t h a t  Chajes enjoyed t h e  

b e n e f i t  of an extens ive  correspondence with t h i s  r a b b i n i c a l  

a u t h o r i t y .  On t h e  o the r  hand, he communicated with Solomon J. 

Rapoport and o the r  Gal ic ian  maskilim a s  w e l l  a s  with Marcus 

J o s t  and Abraham Geiger of Germany. Obviously, t h e  scope of  

Chajesg scho la r sh ip  and i n t e r e s t s  placed h i m  i n  a c e n t r a l  

p o s i t i o n  on t h e  crossroads of Jewish scho l+rsh ip  i n  t h e  

n ine teenth  century .  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION: RABBI ZVI HIRSCH CHAJES: 

THE MAN AND HIS *TIMES 

European Jewry a t  t h e  Turn of t h e  
E iqhteenth  Century 

The end of the  e igh teen th  century  marked the  beginning 

of a new e r a  i n  European h i s t o r y .  I n  the  p o l i t i c a l  realm, 

the a u t h o r i t y  of abso lu te  monarchs, hallowed by the  t r a d i t i o n  

of c e n t u r i e s ,  was crushed; governmental c o n t r o l  w a s  t o  be - 

t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the  people.  S o c i a l l y ,  too ,  p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s e s  

and " e s t a t e s "  were abol i shed;  the  new i d e a l s  of e q u a l i t y  and 

f r a t e r n i t y  were t o  predominate. The very f a b r i c  of s o c i e t y  

was r ipped a p a r t ,  t o  be  rewoven,in more democratic forms. 

The proclamation of such r a d i c a l l y  new p r i n c i p l e s  d i d  

n o t  remain unchallenged. The ensuing per iod  was marked by a 

bit ter s t r u g g l e  between revolu t ionary  and reac t ionary  fo rces ,  

between liberals and conservat ives .  Outside of France, Euro- 

pean r u l e r s  were de termined t o  b o l s t e r  the  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i e s  

of  the  e igh teen th  cen ta ry  , while t h e  populace o f t en  advocated 

popular sovereignty and i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t s .  

The new e r a  a l s o  wrought fundamental changes i n  the 

framework of Jewish p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  l i f e .  The 

Jewish world,  too ,  w a s  swept by the  r evo lu t ionary  quake which 

shook western Europe. The new motto of " l i b e r t y ,  e q u a l i t y  



and f r a t e r n i t y "  s p e l l e d  the  downfall  of economic and s o c i a l  

b a r r i e r s  between J e w  and non-Jew. I n  the  wake of the  revolu- 

t i o n  , g h e t t o  w a l l s  came tunibling down. Ult imate ly ,  profess ions  

would open . t h e i r  h i t h e r t o  locked doors t o  J e w s .  C i t i z e n s h i p  

r i g h t s  would be granted  t o  them. A J e w  could  now become a 

l e g i t i m a t e  and recognized member of s o c i e t y .  Accordingly, i t  

became t h e  l i f e  arribition of many J e w s  t o  be accepted by t h e  

"outs ide"  world. 

I t  w a s  i n t o  t h i s  framework t h a t  the  haskalah movement 

w a s  born and nur tured .  While the  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  aims 

of l i b e r t y  and e q u a l i t y  were y e t  t o  be r e a l i z e d ,  the  c u l t u r a l  

a s p e c t s  of Jewish l i f e  were a l r eady  undergoing change. The 

"outs ide"  world w a s  impinging wi th  ever  g r e a t e r  fo rce  on 

i n t e r n a l  Jewish l i f e .  The l i t e r a t u r e  of the  per iod,  though 

n o t  always o u t r i g h t l y  m i l i t a n t ,  echoed the  need f o r  change 

and enlightenment i n  Jewish l i f e .  

Haskala aimed p r imar i ly  a t  a s t u d i e d  adjustment of 
Jewish l i f e  t o  the modern world as a prelude t o  the 
s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  emancipation of the  Ghetto J e w ,  
Hence i t  c a l l e d  f o r  a d r a s t i c  change i n  the curriculum 
of the  Jewish schoo l  i n  Germany and Eas te rn  Europe, 
where s e c u l a r  s t u d i e s  were completely disregarded.  . . . 
It  s t r o v e  t o  normalize Jewish l i f e .  I t  proclaimed the  
i d e a l  of . . . a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t  . . . as . . . cure  
f o r  the  s o r e l y  t i r e d  Ghet to Jewry. 

A t  times it even "sought . . . t o  s h a t t e r  a n c i e n t  forms and 

p a t t e r n s  of thought and behavior .  I n  s h o r t ,  Haskala a s p i r e d  t o  

reform Jewish l i f e  s o c i a l l y ,  r e l i g i o u s l y  and a e s t h e t i c a l l y .  It  1 

' ~ i l l e l  Bav l i ,   he Modern Renaissance of Hebrew 
L i t e r a t u r e "  i n  The J e w s ,  ed.  by Louis F i n k e l s t e i n ,  I1 (3rd ed.; 
New York, 1960) , 894. 



Baron d e f i n e s  haskalah as a pre-emancipation rapprochement 

with the environment . 2  I t  is t h i s  rapprochement, t h i s  union 

wi th  the  outs ide  world which c o n s t i t u t e s  the core  of the  

movement . 
The tendency t o  tu rn  towards the o u t s i d e  world and the 

r e s u l t a n t  a t tempt  t o  reform Jewish l i f e  led the orthodox camp 

t o  a b i t t e r  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  haskalah. H a s i d i m  and mitnasgdim, 

although opposed t o  each o the r ,  joined hands and c losed  ranks 

a g a i n s t  t h e i r  common maskilim enemies. The essence of t h e  

Jewish s p i r i t  would b e  jeopardized by t h e  a s s i m i l a t o r y  tenden- 

cies of haskalah. The inner  urge t o  be accep ted  by the  non- 

Jr s h  world would wreak havoc i n  Jewish l i f e .  The unique 

na tu re  of Judaism as a r e l i g i o u s  e n t i t y  of i t s  own and i t s  

s t r u c t u r e  of cormuna.1 l i f e  would be chal lenged.  Thus t h e  

translai;.ion of the  Pentateuch i n t o  German by Moses Mende lssohn 

(1729-1786) , the first  f r u i t  of haskalah i n  Germany, w a s  

banned by t h e  leading rabb in ic  f i g u r e s  oE t h e  age .  The 

b a t t l e  extended from Germany and Aus t r i a ,  where i t  w a s  headed 

by Rabbis Pinbas Horowitz and E z e k i e l  Landau, t o  Hungary, 

under the  l eader sh ip  ot Rabbi Moses Schreikler ,  and eastwards 

2.Salo W .  Baron, A S o c i a l  and Rel iq ious  His to ry  of  the  
Jews I1 (New York, 1937) , 164, 212.  On t h i s  basis Baron 
f 

debates  t h e  f a c t  that " i t  has  become customary t o  d a t e  the  
Jewish 'kur'klarung from Mendelssohn. But  a l l  the fundamental 
tendencies of the Haskalah such as s e c u l a r  l ea rn ing  . . . 
h i s t o r i c i s m  and the  r e v o l t  of the  i n d i v i d u a l  a g a i n s t  communal 
power, had become more and more marked i n  Italy and Holland 
long be fo re  Mendelssohn . " Ibid., 111, 139. 



t o  Russia .  I t  w a s  indeed an  age of storm and strife with 

far-reaching e f f e c t s  on the course of Jewish h i s t o r y .  

Although the haskalah campaign ranged over the  e n t i r e  

European f r ~ n t  *roughout the  n ine teenth  century ,  the  form it 

assumed varied from country t o  country.  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  too,  

Jewish development echoed and followed t h e  p a t t e r n  of the  

genera1 enlightenment. I t  has been s t a t e d ,  as a genera l  r u l e ,  

t h a t  " the  f u r t h e r  west one went . . . the l a r g e r  proport ion of  

l i b e r a l s  one found, and conversely,  the  f u r t h e r  e a s t  one went 

. . . the l a r g e r  proport ion of c o n s e ~ v a t i v e s  one encountered. 11 3 

The same holds t r u e  f o r  the  haskalah movement, except  t h a t  

Germany should b e  subs t i t u  t ed  f o r  France. 

I t  was i n  Germany t h a t  the g r e a t e s t  nuniber of Jews w e r e  

swayed by the f o r c e f u l  t rends of haskalah--only t o  be followed 

by t h e  g r e a t e s t  number of conversions.  Gradually,  the 

haskalah ideology moved ac ross  Europe, f i r s t  t o  the  Austro- 

Hungarian Empire, thzn t o  Li thuania ,  and f i n a l l y  t o  Russia.  

However, when i t  d i d  pene t ra te  the more e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n s ,  i t  

d i d  n o t  r ece ive  as hea r ty  a welcome as i n  western Europe. It 

encountered s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e  of the  t r a d i t i o n a l  orthodox 

masses of Jewry. An example may i l l u s t r a t e  the ~ o L n t .  I n  

1782, Emperor Joseph I1 issued h i s  Pa tent  of Tolerance, 

whereby--s.nongs t other  clauses--he ordered t h e  a b o l i t i o n  of  

the of fens ive  body t ax ,  granted permission t o  Jews t o  engage 

3 Carl ton  J . H .  Hayes, A P o l i t i c a l  and Soc ia l  His to ry  of 
Modern Ec?:~pe ,  I1 (New York, 1S29) , 2. 



i n  commerce, and t o  send t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  publ ic  schools .  

The J e w s  of T r i e s t e ,  then under Aust r ian  r u l e ,  responded wi th  

joy t o  the  r evo lu t ion  i n  educat ion j -  .traduced by the  l a w .  In 

G a l i c i a ,  on the  other  hand, the re  w a s  anger  and cons terna t ion .  

This s e c t i o n  w a s  geographical ly  p a r t  of Poland, a c e n t e r  of 

pu l sa t ing  orthodox l i f e .  While the  P a r t i t i o n s  of Polan2 

brought the g r e a t e r  p a r t  of t h a t  country under Russian r u l e ,  

G a l i c i a  w a s  annexed by Aust r ia  . These P o l i s h  Jews reac ted  

with fury a t  the  mere thought of abandoning the  t r a d i t i o n a l  

s e t u p  of gadarim. The a b o l i t i o n  of t h i s  system w a s  t h e  dream 
% 

of the  mazkilim, b u t  w a s  viewed a s  a grea t  ca tas t rophe  by the  

masses of Gal ic ian  Jews. 

Because of the  t r a d i t i o n a l  leanings of Pol i sh  Jewry, 

the  haskalah of G a l i c i a  w a s  o f t e n  n o t  as radical as t h a t  of 

Germany. While the  Hebrew journal  of German haskalah, ha- 

~ e & s s e f , e x p i r e d  before  the  l apse  of one generatiorl  due t o  the 

quick acceptance of German as the  language of communication, 

and while  Leopold Zunz (1794-1886), t h e  father of the  

Wissenschaft des Judcntuna movement i n  Germany, wrote h i s  

monumental works i n  German, t h e  accepted l i t e r a r y  language 

i n  Eas te rn  Europe remained Hebrew. The G a l i c i a n  Jewish 

l eader s  of the  Wissenschaft des  Judentums movement , Solomon 

Rapopor t (1790-1867) and Nahman Krochmal (1785-1840) , 
f u r  thered t h e  develcpment of Hebrew l i t e r a t u r e  by t h e i r  

scho la r ly  pub l i ca t ions .  Moreover, while most e a r l y  Gernan 

maskilim, i m i t a t i n g  t h e i r  non-Jewish compatr io ts ,  o f t e n  

emphasized B i b l i c a l  s tud-ies and evidenced a d i s r e g a r d  f o r  the  



Talmud, Ga l i c i an  maskilim based a g r e a t  d e a l  of  t h e i r  h i s t o r i -  

cal  research  on Talmudic sources.  Even a cursory comparl-son 

of t h e  contents  of ha-Me'assef wi th  Bik'kurei ha-I t t im,  the 

H e b r e w  journal  of Aus tr i an -Ga l i c i an  haskalah w i l l  r e v e a l  t h i s  

d i f f e rence .  S t i l l ,  these  Ga l i c i an  scho la r s  d id  espouse the 

cause of in t roducing  changes i n  t h e  Jewish educat ional  s y s  tern 

and fought fo r  the  "moilernization" of the  J e w .  

A s  i n  the case  of t h e  enl ightened maskilim, who in- 

cluded both  moderate and r a d i c a l  members, the orthodox camp, 

too,  was n o t  e n t i r e l y  homogenous. While Rabbis Jacob 
- .  

Orenstein (1775-1839) , Landau, and Schreiber were unequivo- 

c a l l y  opposed t o  the  o r i e n t a t i o n s  of the new age, s e v e r a l  

r a b b i n i c a l  f i g u r e s  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  come t o  terms with it;. 

Modern methods of sc ien  t i £  i c  research  were employed by these  

more temperate leaders  t o  f u r t h e r  the cause of t r a d i t i o n a l  

Judaism. '  hoe names of Rabbis David Hoffmann (1843-1921) , 

Samson Hirsch (1808-1888) and E s r i e l  Hildesheimer (1820-1899) 

i n  Germany were i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  t h i s  t r end ,  There were, how- 

e v e r ,  o ther  prominent persons who a l s o  wished t o  r econc i l e  

the age-old values of t r a d i t i o n a l  Judaism with t h e  new s p i r i t  

of individual ism and cr i t ica i  research ,  b u t  could n o t  br idge  

t h e  gap. Such f i g u r e s  of t e n  mingled wi th  maskilim as w e l l  as 

wi th  t r a d i t i o n a l  Jews, keeping a b r e a s t  of haskalah  publicz- 

t i o n s  while  s t i l l  i n t e n s i v e l y  pursuing Talmudic s t u d i e s  , and 

o f f e r i n g  t h e i r  own s c h o l a r l y  con t r ibu t ions  i n  both a r e a s .  I n  

the  f i n a i  a n a l y s i s ,  however, t h e i r  inner  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

lacked s t a b i l i t y .  The r e s u l t  of such inner  disharmony w a s  a 



p a t t e r n  of incons is tency i n  t h e i r  deeds t h e i r ,  w r i t i n g s  

and a f requent  estrangement from s o c i a l b y  a ,122pted groups. 

They hovered between two worlds wi thout  be ing  a b l e  t o  land, 

s a f e l y  and s e c u r e l y ,  i n  e i t h e r ,  To t h i s  homeless group w i t h i n  

the t r a d i t i o n a l  camp belonged Zvi Hirsch  Cha jes . 
2abbF Zvi Hirsch  Chajes: A Biographical  Sketch 

Rabbi Zvi Hirsch  Chajes was born 28  Heshvan, 1805, a t  

Brody, G a l i c i a ,  as t h e  only son of Meier Chajes ,  a wealthy 

F lo ren t ine  banker .  The Chajes family t r aced  i t s  l ineage  t o  

f i f t e e n t h  century  Jewish e x i l e s  from Por tuga l ,  who s e t t l e d  i n  

~ o l a n d , ~  I t a l y  and Provence. M e  ier belonged t o  the Po l i sh  . 

branch of the  fami ly ,  and had s s j  ourned f o r  f i f t e e n  yea r s  i n  

I t a l y  f o r  purposes of bus iness .  The f l o u r i s h i n g  economic po- ' 

s i - t i o n  of the f a t h e r  enabled him t o  o f f e r  zn  e l a b o r a t e  educa- 

t i o n  t o  h i s  son,  Zvi Hirsch rece ived  t u t o r i a l  lessons  i n  

t r a d i t i o n a l  Jewish s u b j e c t s  which u l t i m a t e l y  made i t  poss ib le  

f o r  him t o  become a d i s c i p l e  of t h e  renowned Talmudist i n  

Brody--Ephraim Zalman Margulies . More unusu'll for  a 

Ga l i c i an  of t h a t  time and age ,  however, w a s  the f a t h e r ' s  keen 

d e s i r e  t o  advance the s e c u l a r  educat ion of h i s  Son, inc luding  

such s u b j e c t s  as languages, l i t e r a t u r e  , world geography and 

h i s t o r y .  Whereas Zvi  Chajes b a r e l y  knew Polish--a f z c t  t o  

4 For more d a t a  on t h i s  matter  see  Moshe E e i t e r ,  
"Teshuva t h  Rabbah ha-Ahar on she1  Lvov, " ha-Dor om, XVI 
( T i s h r e i ,  5723) , 94. 

5 ~ e e  i n f r a ,  pp. 367ff .  




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































