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The ZPG Letter:
Subjects, Definiteness, and Information-status*

Ellen F. Prince
University of Pennsylvania

0. Introduction

Although terms like ‘discourse analysis’ and ‘text analysis’ have been
around for over 35 years (e.g. Harris 1952a,b), there is still no one gener-
ally accepted theory of discourse on the basis of which one might provide
the analysis of a text. For one thing, one may take two different tacks: the
‘humanistic’ tack, according to which one secks to discover what is special
about or unique to a particular text, what sets it apart from all other texts
of its class or genre, and the ‘scientific’ tack, according to which one seeks
to discover what general principles of texthood are discernible from a single
token of text. "

In what follows, I shall take the latter approach. That is, I shall assume
that a particular naturally-occurring text, the Zero Population Growth
fund-raising letter chosen for analysis by the editors of this volume, is an
unexceptional meémber of its class of texts and therefore is representative of
that genre. Although, as it turns out, I shall present some ‘evidence that
sSuggests that parts of this text are not as natural as they might have been, I
shall present no évidence that the text is in fact different from any other in

*] should like to thank Susan Pintzuk and Shana Poplack for their invaluable help. Thanks are
also due Deborah Dahl, Bob Frank, Jeanette Gundel, Larry Horn, Aravind Joshi, and Yael Ziv
for their very helpful discussions and research (which is of course not to suggest that any of them
agree with anything in this paper). Finally, bolshoy spas’ibo to Tom Samuelian and Sasha
Bobilev. This research was supported in part by NSF IRI84-10413-A02 (A.K. Joshi, Principal
Investigator).






























































































